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Mark Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 11: Promises  
Potential Sermon Title: His Return 

Passage: Mark 13:1-13  
 
 

Connection to Mark 13:1-37  
 

Jesus shows His disciples how to face the challenges associated with the fulfillment of His 

promise to return and establish an eternal kingdom. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

When will these things take place (v. 3)? 

 

That’s an obvious question to be raised if you were one of Jesus’ disciples who had just heard for 

the first time that the temple would be destroyed (1-4). How could something so extreme ever 

happen?  

 

As Jesus answered the disciples’ questions about the temple, He emphasized the need for them to 

be prepared for the difficulties to come. As we read Mark 13, we notice the number of times that 

Jesus gave His disciples explicit imperatives. He told them about the events that would swirl 

around the fulfillment of His promised return. Then He directed them regarding what to do as the 

events unfolded.  

 

The events that Jesus describe in Mark 13 can be perplexing for us, at least at first. However, our 

response to them can be shaped by certainty. Jesus intends for believers to embrace some definite 

imperatives for living in light of His return.  

 

Outline 
 

1. Live with awareness (5-8) 

 a) Misled 

When it comes to the events that surround the return of Christ, misleading 

speculations flourish. Every time something happens that shocks us, we tend to 

connect it with end-time prophesies. Whether it’s the arrival of the latest self-

proclaimed Messiah on the scene or a series of devastating natural disasters, our 

interest in Christ’s return prompts us to make false projections.  

 b) Anchored 

For believers, events that take place in the world do not necessarily mean that the 

end is near. Growing Christians understand that these kinds of events remind us of 

the supremacy of Christ and His ultimate authority. For that reason, we hold fast 

to His promise and stay alert.  
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2. Live with endurance (9-11) 

 a) Our difficulties (9-10)  

Jesus provides quite a bit of detail about the cruel reactions to Him that His 

disciples will face. In an effort to frighten and humiliate us, enemies of Christ will 

try to make our lives difficult in every possible way. But the mistreatment cannot 

stop us from carrying out the Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). We push 

through the difficulties in our effort to share the gospel of Christ with everyone 

everywhere. 

 b)  His help (11) 

We will not be able to escape difficulties. Following Christ means expecting 

difficulties to come to our front door. But we can rely on His Spirit to give us 

what we need so we can bear witness to Him, even in the most difficult 

circumstances. He will speak through our testimonies so that He is glorified.  

 

3. Live in faithfulness (12-13) 

 a) Unfaithful 

Jesus warned us about the deterioration of family life. Relationships in homes will 

deteriorate to the point that parents and children will betray one other and siblings 

will detest each other. Such an awful climate creates an unstable environment for 

faithful followers of Christ. 

 b) Faithful 

Faithfulness to Christ will never lead a believer to be disappointed. Because of 

Christ, we will be able to carry on in our devotion to Him. Because of His work in 

us, we will be strengthened for the most difficult challenges. The end of our 

troubles will come in due time, and we will rejoice when He comes again! 

 

Conclusion 
 

We look forward to the return of Christ. All the details about His return may be out of our reach. 

However, we have the imperatives for serving Him close at hand. Are you ready for the coming 

of Christ? Are you devoted to Him so you can live in light of His return?  
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