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Supports:	Session	6:	Lasting	Investments	

Potential	Sermon	Title:	The	Way	to	Make	a	Difference	
Passage:	1	Timothy	6:6-19		

	
	
 
Connection to 1 Timothy 6 
 
As Paul brought his first letter to Timothy to a close, he encouraged Timothy to hold fast to solid 
teaching and to live a faithful and godly life to the glory of God.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
A wise, older pastor once gave me some advice when I began pastoring my first church. 
Knowing I was an avid golfer, he said, “Make sure you take regular time off and play some golf. 
But remember, when you die, no one will remember your handicap.” This hit me right between 
the eyes and helped set my priorities in the right direction for ministry.  
 
The desire to make a difference is noble. Paul defined the way forward so that we can look back 
at our lives and have more to show for it than our scorecards.  
 
Outline 
 

1. Two Ways to Live (1 Tim. 6:6-10) 
a) Godliness and Contentment  

We are encouraged to a godly and content life, for in it is much gain. This 
counter-cultural mindset is common in the Christian life, as Jesus reminded us 
that we save our lives by losing them (Mark 8:35).  
We came and will leave without stuff. So if stuff isn’t eternal, then why should 
we be obsessed with it? Instead, seek to have your needs met, and “seek first the 
kingdom of God” (Matt. 6:33).  

 
b) The Way of Greed and Ruin  

The alternative, Paul warns, is to be obsessed with money. This brings to mind 
Christ’s teaching in the Sermon on the Mount: “No one can serve two masters, for 
either he will hate one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve both God and money” (Matt. 6:24).  
If this is the path we try to walk so that we are remembered, it won’t bring the 
desired outcome. 

 
2. Pursue Christ (1 Tim. 6:11-16) 

The way in which we follow the right path is to pursue Christ above all else. Paul’s use of 
“flee” and “pursue” are strong visuals that he also used in his second letter to Timothy. 
(See 2 Tim 2:22.) We can’t pursue both Christ and the world at the same time just as we 
can’t run to the north and the south as the same time. We have to set our sights on one 
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and go. In pursuing Christ, Paul gave a detailed description of what a Christ-like pursuit 
looks like.  
We are able to pursue Christ and reject the emptiness of the world because of faith in 
Christ. The “eternal life to which you were called” is descriptive of the salvation we have 
in Christ because of our faith. Apart from faith in Christ, we can’t pursue Him and are 
heading toward a painful and empty path.  

 
3. Set Your Hope on God  (1 Tim. 6:17) 

This verse is directed toward the wealthy. Unlike the wealth seekers of verses 9-10, these 
are believers who have been blessed with material wealth and goods. Paul reminds these 
believers that they must avoid the temptation of setting their hope in their money, and 
instead set it on God. God is the source of all good. We do well by focusing on the Giver, 
not the gifts. But setting our hope in God, we are free to live humbly, generously, and 
graciously.  

 
4. Be Rich in Doing Good  (1 Tim. 6:18-19) 

a) Do What is Good (v. 18) 
  In describing what is good, Paul explains it is to: 
   Be Rich in Good Works 
   Be Generous and Willing to Share 
   

b) Store up Treasures in Heaven (v. 19)  
Believers who seek to honor God are making the better investment than those 
who seek to only honor and glorify themselves.  

 
Conclusion 
 
The death of a friend usually makes us reflect on our own lives. The unexpected passing of a 
long-time friend led to a season of reflection that brought back to mind many of the lessons I 
learned from him. We truly don’t know if we will have tomorrow. God can call us home 
whenever He pleases. So, until He does, I pray that we as Christians would live in such a way 
that makes a true difference for Christ. Paul laid out that path for us to do just that. Let’s get to it!  
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