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Numbers; Deuteronomy Sermon Series 
Supports Session 1: God Leads  

Sermon Title: “You Lead, I Follow” 
Passage: Numbers 9:1-23  

 
 
Connection to Numbers 9:15-23 
 
Moses writes this section to explain how the first Passover after the Israelites left Egypt 
was celebrated. He is showing that the fulfillment of God’s promise for a future is evident 
in the way they celebrated the Passover and in God’s presence among the people through 
the cloud and fire.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
“If only God could show me visibly what I am supposed to do! If only God could give 
me some sort of sign if this is the direction I should go!” Most of us wish we could have 
our own personal glory cloud go in front of us and guide us, and then our lives would go 
much smoother. How did that work out for the Israelites? In Numbers 9, Moses described 
the first Passover celebrated outside of Egypt—a reminder of how God had delivered 
them from Egypt. Then Moses described how God’s visible presence led the people. 
They were to be always ready to go where the Lord led them.  
 
Outline 

1. Passover Celebrated (Num. 9:1-14) 
a. While in Egypt the Israelites celebrated the first Passover prior to their 

deliverance from slavery. In Exodus 12, God gave them instructions for 
future Passover celebrations. In Numbers 9, this Passover is the first one 
celebrated after their deliverance.  

b. They were to set aside this time to reflect on God’s gracious deliverance.  
i. Do we set aside time in our lives to reflect on what God has done 

for us? 
 

2. Perfect Presence (Num. 9:15-16) 
a. The cloud by day and fire by night was meant to be a constant reminder 

that God’s presence was among His people.  
b. This cloud led the people of Israel out of bondage from Egypt. Here the 

cloud was going to lead them away from Mount Sinai toward the  
promised land.  

c. In Exodus 40, when the tabernacle was built, the glory of God filled the 
entire tabernacle so that Moses could not enter. God promised to the 
people that He would be their God and they would be His people (Ex. 
6:7). Both the tabernacle and the cloud were visible reminders for the 
people of God’s presence among them and His covenant with them. 
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d. Clouds are an important image throughout the Bible: When Jesus was on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, a cloud appeared (Mark 9:7); before the 
high priest, Jesus said they would see “the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64); when 
Jesus ascended to heaven He “was taken up as they were watching, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9).  

 
3. Prepared to Follow (Num. 9:17-23)  

a. Whenever the cloud moved the people were to be prepared to follow 
God’s presence. 

b. Moses described how they were to follow God’s lead after their time at 
Mount Sinai, “Whenever the cloud was lifted up above the tent, the 
Israelites would set out; at the place where the cloud stopped, there the 
Israelites camped” (Num. 9:17).  

c. Are we prepared to follow God’s leading? Will we willingly stay when He 
says stay and go when He says go? We are not to follow God’s lead 
reluctantly but joyfully and obediently.   

 
Conclusion 
 
Only a couple of chapters later the Israelites would rebel against God and want to go back 
to Egypt. We must not fall into the temptation of thinking that our own clouds to follow 
would make life much easier. God’s presence was meant to lead the people, yet they 
would often rebel against Him. How are we to follow God’s leading? How do we know 
God’s will? Paul tells us what God’s will is: “For this is God’s will, your 
sanctification…” (1 Thess. 4:3). God’s will for our lives is to grow in holiness. How do 
we do this? How was Israel to follow God? They were to follow God obediently because 
of what the Passover represented: God providing a substitute for them. In light of God’s 
salvation they were to faithfully obey and follow Him. The same is true for us today. God 
has saved us from our sins through Jesus Christ, and we are to follow Him by faith 
because of what God has done for us. Even greater than a cloud, believers have “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).  
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