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Numbers; Deuteronomy Sermon Series 
Supports Session 2: God Judges  

Sermon Title: “Failing to Trust God” 
Passage: Numbers 13–14  

 
 
Connection to Numbers 14:5-19 
 
After nearly a year at Mount Sinai the Israelites began their journey to the promised land. 
Since they left Sinai they complained and challenged Moses’ leadership. Here they 
complained about the promised land and decided to return to Egypt. Moses interceded for 
the people; however, the people still did not listen to God.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
God had promised His people over and over that He would deliver them from Egypt and 
lead them to the promised land. The people left Mount Sinai and prepared to enter the 
land. They sent out spies and some of the spies did not like what they saw; the people in 
the land were strong. They would have to fight to enter into the land God promised. 
Instead of trusting the Lord, they rebelled against Him, electing to return to Egyptian 
bondage and attempting to kill Moses and Aaron. Although we may not be tempted to kill 
God’s leaders, we often fail at trusting the Lord in the midst of difficult circumstances.  
 
Outline 

1. Report (Num. 13:1-33)  
a. Spies were chosen from each tribe to spy out the promised land in Canaan.  
b. The spies reported that the land was good; however, the people who 

dwelled in the land were strong.  
c. Caleb exhorted the people to “go up now and take possession of the land” 

(Num. 13:30). The other spies disagreed with Caleb and actually gave a 
negative report about the land.  

2. Faithless Response (Num. 14:1-4)  
a. Once the people heard the report of the spies, they complained about 

Moses and Aaron. They even went so far as to say they wished they had 
died in the wilderness.  

b. The people said they would choose a new leader to go back to Egypt.  
i. In their response to the report, the people rebelled against God. 

They had seen the works of God, yet they failed to trust Him when 
their circumstances looked difficult. 

ii. Do we tend to grumble and complain when events do not go as we 
planned? At the heart of every complaint is a lack of trust in God.  

3. Brokenness (Num. 14:5-9)  
a. Moses and Aaron responded to the people by falling on their faces.  

i. When we see people’s sinful rebellion against God, are our hearts 
broken? 

 



© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

b. Joshua and Caleb were broken by the people’s rebellion and called them to 
have faith and trust the Lord. They urged Israel to not fear the people of 
the land.  

i. Do we speak the truth about what happens to those who rebel 
against God? 

4. Judgment, Intercession, and Mercy (Num. 14:10-38)  
a. The people were going to stone Moses and Aaron (v. 10). God intervened 

by having His glory descend upon the tabernacle.  
b. God threatened to destroy the entire nation and start over with Moses  

(v. 12).  
c. Moses interceded for the people and reminded God of His covenant 

promise to Abraham.  
i. Why would Moses intercede for such a rebellious and sinful 

people? He appeals to the covenant God made and also to God’s 
holiness and love.  

ii. Also, we see that Moses has come to love this sinful people he was 
called to lead.  

d. God relented from immediately punishing all the people. Instead this 
generation would wander in the wilderness (v. 20-23). God also promised 
that Caleb and Joshua would not perish in the wilderness but will enter the 
promised land.  

5. Further Rebellion (Num. 14:39-45)  
a. The people tried to go into the promised land on their own, and they were 

defeated.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Instead of repenting, the people continued in sin by trying to go and take the promised 
land in their own strength. However, the Lord had already spoken. Prior to this event, 
God told them He would go before them and lead them to victory. However, they failed 
to trust Him and rebelled against Him and His chosen leaders. The people continued to 
spiral deeper in their rebellion against God. At the beginning of Numbers 14, the people 
made this sobering statement: “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had 
died in this wilderness!” (Num. 14:2). In their sinful rebellion against God they were 
granted that wish. God had every right to wipe all of them out right there. Moses 
interceded, and the people were spared. The intercession of Moses reminds us that sinful 
people need someone to go before God on their behalf. Paul writes: “Who is the one who 
condemns? Christ Jesus is the one who died, but even more, has been raised; he also is at 
the right hand of God and intercedes for us” (Rom. 8:34).  
 
 
Greg Kilgore serves as senior pastor of FBC Oakhurst in Oakhurst, CA. He is married to Megan, and they 
have two children, Owen and Camille. Greg received his M.Div. from The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and is pursuing a Ph.D. at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.  

All Scripture quotations are taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible 
Publishers. 


