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Numbers; Deuteronomy Sermon Series 
Supports Session 11: Revealed   

Sermon Title: “Spotless Substitute” 
Passage: Deuteronomy 17:1 

 
 
Connection to Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
 
This text occurs within Moses’ second address to the nation. Deuteronomy 17:1 is 
surrounded by a series of regulations about forbidden forms of worship. This verse is the 
third of three prohibitions strung together. The first two prohibitions were setting up 
Asherah altars and sacred poles. Here Moses warned them against offering a blemished 
animal for a sacrifice.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
“Those poor animals.” Maybe that is what you are thinking when you read about the 
various animals that were sacrificed in the Old Testament. Certainly seeing those animals 
sacrificed was no cause for rejoicing. The animals being sacrificed were meant to serve 
as a powerful illustration to God’s people: those animals took our place, and they get 
what we deserve. The animal sacrifices were powerful illustrations of our need for 
salvation.  
 
Outline 
 

1. Prohibition (Deut. 17:1a) 
a. Moses told the people they are not to offer a blemished ox or sheep as a 

sacrifice to God.  
b. If the Israelites offered a blemished animal it was a sign that they did not 

truly care about their sacrifice to the Lord.  
i. What are we offering to the Lord that is tarnished?  

ii. No, we do not sacrifice animals today. However, all of our lives 
are meant to be a living sacrifice for the Lord (Rom. 12:1).  

1. Do our lives reflect our holy God? 
c. Their lives were to be marked by holiness. The need for an animal without 

blemish showed them they needed a perfect sacrifice for their salvation.  
2. Explanation (Deut. 17:1b) 

a. Moses explained that offering blemished animals was “detestable to the 
LORD your God” (v. 1).  

b. Offering a blemished animal was the same as committing idolatry. The 
same word “detestable” occurs in verse 4 to describe the act of idolatry.  

i. Animals with blemishes were considered unholy and should not be 
offered to holy God. 
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Conclusion 
 
The sacrifices in the Old Testament were meant to show the people of their need for a 
substitute. The fact that these animals were to be without blemish demonstrated that they 
needed a perfect substitute. All the sacrifices in the Old Testament pointed to one 
sacrifice—the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. When John the Baptist saw Jesus he 
proclaimed: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 
1:29). John understood that we are not saved from our sins through the death of animals. 
No, we are saved because God provided Jesus Christ as our substitutionary sacrifice. 
Jesus is our perfect substitute because He “did not know sin” (2 Cor. 5:21).  
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